
City of Cotati 

 
 

AGENDA 
REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING AND 
JOINT MEETING OF THE CITY COUNCIL  

AND COTATI REDEVELOPMENT AGENCY BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
MARCH 26, 2008 

City Council Chambers, City Hall, 201 W. Sierra Avenue 
 

The Cotati City Council welcomes you to its meetings that are scheduled for the 2nd and 4th Wednesday of every 
month. Your interest and participation are encouraged and appreciated. 
 
City Council Agenda and Minutes can be viewed at the City's website at www.ci.cotati.ca.us. To receive the City 
Council Agenda by e-mail, provide your e-mail address to the City Manager's office, or e-mail your request to  
lsime@ci.cotati.ca.us 
 
Notice is hereby given that Council may discuss and/or take action on any or all of the items listed on this agenda.  
 
Any writings or documents provided to a majority of the Cotati City Council regarding any item on this agenda will 
be made available for public inspection in the City Manager’s office located at 201 West Sierra Avenue, Cotati, 
California, during normal business hours. 
 
Disabled Accommodation:  Upon request, this agenda will be made available in appropriate formats to persons with 
disabilities as required by Section 202 of the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990.  
Any person with a disability who requires a modification or accommodation in order to participate in a meeting 
should contact the City Clerk's office at (707) 665-3623 at least 48 hours in advance of the meeting.  
 
Waiver Warning:  If you challenge decisions/direction of the City Council of the City of Cotati in court, you may be 
limited to raising only those issues you or someone else raised at public hearing(s) described in this Agenda, or in 
written correspondence delivered to the City of Cotati at, or prior to, the public hearing(s). 
 
Those wishing to address the Council are asked to list their name and city of residence on the sign-up sheet and 
to keep comments to between 3 and 5 minutes; when you are called, step to the podium and state your name and 
city of residence for the record.  Persons wishing to address the Council are not required to identify themselves 
(Gov’t. Code § 54953.3); however, this information assists the Mayor by ensuring that all persons wishing to 
address the Council are recognized and it assists the Deputy City Clerk in preparing the City Council meeting 
minutes. 
 
6:30 PM CLOSED SESSION 

CALL TO ORDER (CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS) 

ADJOURNMENT TO CLOSED SESSION (CITY MANAGER’S OFFICE)  

CONFERENCE WITH LEGAL COUNCIL -- Existing Litigation  (Subdivision a of 
Government Code § 54956.9) 
Name of Case: Pacific Legal Foundation v City of Cotati 

CONFERENCE WITH LABOR NEGOTIATORS (Government Code § 54957.6) 
Agency designated representative: Dianne Thompson, City Manager 
Employee organization: Cotati Police Officers’ Association, and the Cotati Police 
Officers’ Management Association. 
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7:00 PM  

CALL TO ORDER 

ROLL CALL 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE AND MOMENT OF SILENCE 

1. APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF MARCH 12, 2008 REGULAR MEETING AND 
NOTICE OF WAIVING OF READING OF ALL ORDINANCES INTRODUCED 
AND/OR ADOPTED UNDER THIS AGENDA (Action) 

APPROVAL OF FINAL AGENDA 

CITY MANAGER’S REPORT 

CITIZEN BUSINESS 

Any item raised by a member of the public which is not listed on the agenda but may require Council action shall be 
automatically referred to City staff for investigation and disposition unless the item requires action to be taken by the 
Council at the meeting during which it was raised and constitutes an emergency, or the need to take such action arose 
after the posting of the agendas within the meaning of Government Code Section 54954.2(b). In either event, the 
Council is entitled to discuss the matter before making the determination required under said Government Code 
provision, and if either finding is made may take action thereon. Please confine your comments during this portion of 
the agenda to matters not already on the agenda.  The public will be given an opportunity to speak on each agenda 
item at the time it is called. 

COUNCILMEMBER DIRECTION ON FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS (Discussion) 

ORAL AND WRITTEN COMMUNICATIONS 

 ANNOUNCEMENTS 

  The next Cotati Creek Critters’ Community Planting Day is March 30 at 10:00 a.m. 
Meet at City well lot #2 on Lakewood Avenue. For additional details and events call 
792-4422 or visit their website at www.cotaticreekcritters.info. 

  Look for the new Spring/Summer Community Guide in your mailbox.  The full 
recreation schedule can be viewed on the city’s website www.ci.cotati.ca.us 

  The Ray Miller Community Center is now a site for Santa Rosa Junior College’s 
Active Seniors Program. There is no fee for these classes.  For a complete list check 
the community guide or visit the city’s website at www.ci.cotati.ca.us 

 SONOMA STATE UNIVERSITY REPRESENTATIVE REPORT 

  Sonoma State University Student representative Jonathan T. White will provide a 
verbal report to Council. 
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 STUDENT HONORARY MAYOR REPORT 

  Rachelle Dorn of Mountain Shadows Middle School will provide a verbal report to 
Council. 

PROCLAMATIONS 

2. RECOGNIZING APRIL AS SEXUAL ASSAULT AWARENESS MONTH 

CONSENT CALENDAR 

Matters listed as Consent Calendar are considered to be routine and will be enacted by one motion and one vote.  
There will be no separate discussion of these items.  If discussion is desired, that item will be removed from the 
Consent Calendar and will be considered separately. 

3. RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE CITY MANAGER TO SIGN A JOINT 
POWERS AGREEMENT THAT ESTABLISHES A SEPARATE PUBLIC AGENCY 
TO OPERATE AND MAINTAIN A PUBLIC SAFETY COMMUNICATION 
SYSTEM IN SONOMA COUNTY (Action) 

This resolution, recommended by the Chief of Police, authorizes the City Manager to sign a 
Joint Powers Agreement that establishes a separate public agency to operate and maintain a 
public safety communication system in Sonoma County. 

4. REPLACEMENT OF LA PLAZA PARK PLAYGROUND EQUIPMENT (Action) 

This motion, recommended by the Recreation Manager, approves the replacement of La 
Plaza Park Playground Equipment. 

5. RECEIVE AND FILE PROPOSED BUDGET FROM THE SANTA ROSA 
SUBREGIONAL SYSTEM FOR FISCAL YEAR 2008/2009 (Action) 

This motion, recommended by the City Engineer/Director of Public Works, receives and 
files the proposed budget prepared by the Santa Rosa Subregional System 

6. ACCEPTANCE OF PUBLIC IMPROVEMENTS NOTICE OF COMPLETION FOR 
THE GILMAN SUBDIVISION (850 WEST COTATI AVENUE, PA# 04/02) (Action) 

This motion, recommended by the Department of Community Development, accepts the 
public improvements and authorizes filing of the Notice of Completion (NOC) for the 
Gilman Subdivision located at 850 West Cotati Avenue, PA# 04/12 

7. RESOLUTION  APPOINTING CITY ATTORNEY AND APPROVING AND 
AUTHORIZING EXECUTION OF CITY ATTORNEY CONTRACT (Action) 

This resolution, recommended by the Department of Administrative Services, appoints 
Richard R. Rudnansky, a principal of  Meyers Nave, as City Attorney and Elizabeth G. 
Pianca of Meyers Nave as Assistant City Attorney and authorizes the City Manager to 
execute agreement for legal services. 
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PUBLIC HEARINGS 

8. INTRODUCTION OF AN ORDINANCE ADOPTING AMENDMENTS TO THE 
CALIFORNIA BUILDING AND FIRE CODES (Action) 

It is recommended by the Interim Building Official that the City Council introduce an 
ordinance of the City Council of the City of Cotati amending Chapter 14.04 of the Cotati 
Municipal Code in its entirety and adopting by reference the following Codes: 2007 Edition 
of the California Building Standard Code, California Code of Regulations Title 24, Parts 1 
through 6, 9, 10 and 12 ; 2006 Edition of International Property Maintenance Code; 2006 
Uniform Swimming Pool and Hot Tub Code; 2006 Edition of the International Existing 
Building Code including tables and appendixes. The proposed ordinance will also include 
amendments to said codes based on local climatic, geologic and topographical conditions. 

REGULAR AGENDA 

9. PLASTIC BAG INFORMATIONAL UPDATE (Discussion) 

Staff will provide a report on the use of plastic bags and their impact to the environment; 
Council may discuss the item and provide direction to staff. 

ADJOURNMENT OF REGULAR MEETING OF THE CITY COUNCIL TO JOINT 
MEETING OF CITY COUNCIL AND COTATI REDEVELOPMENT AGENCY BOARD 
OF DIRECTORS 

CALL TO ORDER AND ROLL CALL FOR JOINT MEETING 

CONSENT CALENDAR 

10. WARRANTS AND AUDITED CLAIMS (Action) 

This motion, recommended by the Director of Administrative Services, receives and files 
Warrants and Audited Claims for February 29th, 2008 – March 13th, 2008. 

ADJOURNMENT OF JOINT MEETING; RECONVENING TO REGULAR MEETING 
OF CITY COUNCIL 

CITY COUNCIL REPORTS AND COMMENTS (Discussion) 

ADJOURNMENT 

Certification of Posting of the Agenda:  I declare under penalty of perjury that I am employed by the City of Cotati and that I 
posted or caused to be posted this agenda on the bulletin boards of City Hall, Veterans’ Memorial Building and the U.S. Post 
Office on or before March 20, 2008. 

 
 
____________________ 
Deputy City Clerk       y:\city_mgr\council\cc agendas\agn08\080122ccagenda.doc 



Minutes placeholder 



 

CITY OF COTATI 
 

PROCLAMATION 
 

 

APRIL AS SEXUAL ASSAULT AWARENESS MONTH  
 

WHEREAS, The United States Government has declared April as “Sexual Assault Awareness 
Month”; and 

 
WHEREAS, Sexual Assault Awareness Month is intended to draw attention to the fact that 

sexual violence remains an intolerable violent crime with public health implications for every person in 
Sonoma County as a victim/survivor or as a family member, significant other, neighbor or co-worker 
of a victim/survivor; and 

 
WHEREAS, The World Health Organization and the United States Centers for Disease Control 

and Prevention have identified sexual assault as a significant, costly and preventable health issue; and  
 
WHEREAS, Rape and sexual assault impacts women, children, and men of all racial, cultural, 

and economic backgrounds; and  
 
WHEREAS, No one person, organization, agency or community can eliminate sexual assault 

on their own—we must work together to educate our entire population about what can be done to 
prevent sexual assault, support victim/survivors and their significant others; and 

 
WHEREAS, Sexual Assault Awareness Month is also meant to encourage public education and 

public discourse that leads to full public competence in speaking out against sexual violence,; and  
 
WHEREAS, With leadership, dedication and encouragement, there is compelling evidence that 

we can be successful in reducing incidents of this outrageous crime against citizens living in Sonoma 
County preventing some attacks through increased awareness and holding perpetrators who commit 
sexual violence responsible for their actions; and 

 
WHEREAS, Cotati strongly supports the dedicated efforts of United Against Sexual Assault to 

encourage every citizen to actively engage in public and private efforts to decide to end sexual 
violence, including conversation about what sexual violence is, how to prevent it, how to help 
survivors connect with crucial counseling and other support services, and how every segment of our 
society can work together to better address sexual violence, 

 
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Cotati City Council designates the month of 

April, from this date forward, to be Sexual Assault Awareness Month in Cotati.  
 
 

Dated:  March 26, 2008 
 
     Approved: ___________________________ 
                      Mayor 
 

Administrator
Item No. 2
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Item No. 3 
 

City Council Agenda 
Consent Calendar 

 
Subject: Adoption of a Resolution Authorizing the City Manager to Sign a Joint Powers 

Agreement That Establishes a Separate Public Agency to Operate and Maintain A 
Public Safety Communication System in Sonoma County     

  
Date: March 26, 2008 
  
Written By: Robert Stewart, Chief of Police 
 
________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Recommendation: 
 
It is recommended by the Chief of Police that the City Council Adopt a resolution authorizing the 
City Manager to sign a Joint Powers Agreement that establishes a separate public agency to operate 
and maintain a public safety communication system in Sonoma County. 
________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Background: 
 
The City of Cotati entered into a cooperative agreement as a member of the Sonoma County Law 
Enforcement Consortium (SCLEC) on July 1, 1997. SCLEC was formed for the purpose of securing 
grant funding to purchase an integrated, county-wide system of CAD/RMS/MDC technology 
through an agreement entitled, “County Wide Multi-Agency Agreement for Procurement of 
Computer Assisted Dispatch, Records Management Systems and Mobile Data Communications”. 
The City of Santa Rosa, on behalf of the SCLEC, successfully obtained grant funding and 
subsequently purchased an integrated public safety communication system that provides 
CAD/RMS/MDC technology (System) for its members. 
 
Upon expiration of the first cooperative agreement, the members of the SCLEC entered into the 
“Second Cooperative Agreement for County Wide Multi-Agency Procurement of Computer 
Assisted Dispatch, Records Management Systems and Mobile Data Communications” (Second 
Cooperative Agreement), which continued to provide for the City of Santa Rosa to act as Lead 
Agency for the purpose of entering into and managing contracts on behalf of the SCLEC members, 
to apply for and administer the grant, and to bill the members for costs associated with purchasing 
and maintaining the System. The Second Cooperative Agreement had an initial four-year term, and 
thereafter was ongoing and continuing, unless or until it was amended or superseded. 
The members of the SCLEC desire to continue to operate, maintain and improve the System and 
add additional members by entering into a new agreement establishing a separate Joint Powers 
Authority entity called the Sonoma County Public Safety Consortium (SCPSC) pursuant to the 
provisions of Government Code Sections 6500, et seq.  
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The Members of SCPSC include the Cities of Cotati, Petaluma, Rohnert Park, Santa Rosa, Sonoma, 
Town of Windsor, County of Sonoma, the Sonoma County Junior College District (“SRCCD”), and 
REDCOM, a joint powers authority agency, as well as future members admitted according to the 
provisions of the Agreement.   
 
Analysis / Discussion: 
 

1. The Joint Powers Authority entity called the Sonoma County Public Safety Consortium 
(SCPSC) will begin operating as a separate agency on July 1, 2008.  

2. As of July 1, 2008, the City of Santa Rosa will no longer serve as the Lead Agency for the 
purpose of entering into and managing contracts and applying for and administering grants 
and will no longer provide procurement and billing services to members for the costs 
associated with purchasing and maintaining the System. 

3. The Sonoma County Public Safety Consortium (SCPSC) will operate under an approved 
fiscal year budget adopted by the Board of Directors comprised of the City Manager from 
each Member agency, the Sonoma County Administrator, an appointed representative of the 
REDCOM Board of Directors, and the President of the Sonoma County Junior College 
District, or their respective designees. 

 
Financial Considerations: 
 
Members shall share the entire operating cost of the SCPSC. 
 
The City of Cotati’s estimated assessment of $95,269 for Fiscal Year 2008-09 under the Joint 
Powers Agreement is 4.52% more than the assessment for 2007-08 under the Second Cooperative 
Agreement.  
 
The City of Cotati’s assessment for Fiscal Year 2008-09 will be appropriated in Account No. 001-
0500-61038 through the City’s budget process for Fiscal Year 2008-09.  
 
Environmental Issues: 
 
None  
 
 
Attachments: 
Proposed Joint Powers Agreement To Operate And Maintain A Public Safety Communication 
System In Sonoma County 
Proposed resolution 
 
 
 
 
 

 























 



 RESOLUTION NO. 08-__ 
 
A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF COTATI AUTHORIZING 
THE CITY MANAGER TO SIGN A JOINT POWERS AGREEMENT THAT ESTABLISHES 
A SEPARATE PUBLIC AGENCY TO OPERATE AND MAINTAIN A PUBLIC SAFETY 
COMMUNICATION SYSTEM IN SONOMA COUNTY 
 

WHEREAS, the Sonoma County Law Enforcement Consortium (“SCLEC”) was formed 
effective July 1, 1997, for the purpose of securing grant funding to purchase an integrated, 
county-wide system of CAD/RMS/MDC technology through an agreement entitled “County 
Wide Multi-Agency Agreement for Procurement of Computer Assisted Dispatch, Records 
Management Systems and Mobile Data Communications”; 
 
 WHEREAS, the City of Santa Rosa, on behalf of the SCLEC, successfully obtained grant 
funding and subsequently purchased an integrated public safety communication system (System) 
that provides CAD/RMS/MDC technology for its members; 
 
 WHEREAS, upon expiration of the first cooperative agreement, the members of the 
SCLEC entered into the “Second Cooperative Agreement for County Wide Multi-Agency 
Procurement of Computer Assisted Dispatch, Records Management Systems and Mobile Data 
Communications” which continued to provide for the City of Santa Rosa to act as Lead Agency 
for the purpose of entering into and managing contracts on behalf of the SCLEC members, to 
apply for and administer the grant, and to bill the members for costs associated with purchasing 
and maintaining the System;  
 
 WHEREAS, the Second Cooperative Agreement had an initial four-year term, and 
thereafter was ongoing and continuing, unless or until it was amended or superseded;  
 
 WHEREAS, the members of the SCLEC desire to continue to operate, maintain and 
improve the System and add additional members by entering into a new agreement establishing a 
separate Joint Powers Authority entity called the Sonoma County Public Safety Consortium 
(SCPSC) pursuant to the provisions of Government Code Sections 6500, et seq.  
 

WHEREAS, SCPSC members will include the Cities of Cotati, Petaluma, Rohnert Park, 
Santa Rosa, Sonoma, Town of Windsor, County of Sonoma, the Sonoma County Junior College 
District, and REDCOM, a joint powers authority agency, as well as future members admitted 
according to the provisions of the Agreement; 
 

WHEREAS, the SCPSC will operate under an approved fiscal year budget adopted by 
the Board of Directors comprised of the City Manager from each Member agency, the Sonoma 
County Administrator, an appointed representative of the REDCOM Board of Directors, and the 
President of the Sonoma County Junior College District, or their respective designees;  

 
WHEREAS, Members shall share in the entire cost for the operation of the SCPSC; and 
 
WHEREAS, the City of Cotati’s assessment for Fiscal Year 2008-09 will be appropriated 



in Account No. 001-0500-61038 during the city’s budget process for Fiscal Year 2008-09. 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the City Council of the City of Cotati 
authorizes the City Manager to sign the Joint Powers Agreement that establishes a separate 
public agency to operate and maintain a public safety communication system in Sonoma County. 
 

IT IS HEREBY CERTIFIED that the foregoing resolution was duly introduced and 
legally adopted at a regular meeting of the City Council of the City of Cotati held on the 26th day 
of March, 2008 by the following vote, to wit: 
 
 
Gilardi     ______ 
Guardino ______ 
Fox          ______ 
Minnis     ______  
Orchard   ______ 
  
 
 
 
     Approved:_____________________________ 
                                                                      Mayor 
Attest:______________________  
               Deputy City Clerk 
           
 
Approved as to Form: 
 
________________________ 

City Attorney 
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Item No. 4 
 

City Council Agenda 
Consent Calendar 

 
Subject: Replacement of La Plaza Park Playground Equipment 
 
Date:  March 26, 2008 
 
Written By: Terry Dutra, Recreation Manager 
 
 
RECOMMENDATIONS: 
 
It is recommended by the Recreation Manager that the City Council, by motion, approve the 
replacement of La Plaza Park Playground Equipment.   
 
________________________________________________________________________________ 
Background: 
 
In December of 2002, the City of Cotati received a grant in the amount of $32,333 from the Sonoma 
County Community Partnerships for Youth Program (CPY II) a program funded by the Sonoma 
County Regional Parks and the Sonoma County Board of Supervisors.  The funding was initially 
intended for a small skateboard park to be installed at Civic Center Park.  At the time, the City’s 
contribution required under the grant was to be accomplished through donations from local 
contractor/suppliers.  However, these donations never came to fruition and the skateboard park 
concept subsequently dissolved. 
 
Realizing the need to spend these funds or risk losing the money, the Recreation Department 
together with other departments in the City began evaluating alternative uses for these funds and 
proposed the replacement of existing playground equipment with accessible playground equipment 
at La Plaza Park to the Sonoma County Board of Supervisors in January of 2008.  The Board of 
Supervisors concluded that the City’s proposed modification met the criteria established under the 
original CPY II grant, and subsequently approved this modification.       
 
On March 6, 2008, the project was presented to the Design Review Committee for their comments.  
The Design Review Committee supported the proposed improvements, modified to replace the 
plastic edging with wood.  This modification will be incorporated into the project.   
 
Analysis/Discussion: 
 
The playground equipment at La Plaza Park was installed 15 years ago.  It is constructed of wood 
and does not comply with current standards, including accessibility requirements established by the 
Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA).  In addition, the swings are located very close to the 
restroom structure posing a possible safety hazard.  The new playground will have the same 
footprint within the park and will mirror the current playground using updated pieces that meet the 
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criteria of accessibility.  The swings will be made more secure and safe by installing a shorter 
support structure for the swings and moving them to a location further from the restroom structure.  
This will also allow the city to retain the 3 swings that currently exist.  In addition the outside 
border would be replaced allowing a curb cut to be installed for accessibility purposes.   
 
The structures proposed at this location are powder coated and the swing seats are made of a slash-
proof material.  The new climbing structure will constructed from recycled materials, and once 
installed would be outfitted with a sign explaining what the equivalent use of recycled materials 
used to build it. 
 
Similar to past practice, the City would seek assistance from the community to help install the 
equipment.  In addition, employees from the City’s Public Works Department would install the 
support beams and would manage crews of citizens for the remaining installation. 
 
Financial Considerations: 
 
In accordance with the grant agreement, the City is obligated to pay a 33% portion of the cost of the 
improvements.  This cost to the City amounts to a total of $16,167, resulting a total project cost of 
$48,500 (including CPYII money).  The City’s contribution would be through Park-in-Lieu funds 
and Public Works labor.  This project must be completed by June 2008 to ensure funding from CPY 
II.  Staff has contacted several playground equipment companies and selected Ross Recreation to do 
the work, with the assistance of volunteer citizens, given their ability and commitment to complete 
this project within the deadline provided.   
 
Environmental Issues: 
 
This project is exempt from further environmental review pursuant to the California Environmental 
Quality Act (CEQA), pursuant to CEQA Guidelines Section 15301, Class 15 because it consists of 
minor alteration of an existing public facility involving no expansion of use beyond what currently 
exists. 
 
Attachments  
Playground equipment plans and graphic 


















